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“The Whole World is Guilty Before God”
Romans 3:1-21
Paul has presented a case against every group in society: the pagan, the moralist and the Jew.  He will now complete his case against the Jew and through quotes from the Old Testament presents a final case against all mankind showing that all mankind needs the gospel that he mentioned in 1:16-17, which is “the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes.  
The Advantage of the Jew (Rom. 3:1-8) 
From verses 1-8, there are four rhetorical questions. These are questions that would have been on the mind of any Jew who had read the previous context about the Jew being condemned, as the pagan and the moralist is, before God.   
A. God’s special favor to the Jew (3:1-4) 


1. The Advantage of the Jew (3:1-2)
Imagine the tremendous privilege the Jews had of being entrusted with receiving and preserving God’s Word to man. This was an enormous advantage, since it is the truth that sets us free from our spiritual bondage. The Jews definitely had an advantage. 


2. God’s faithfulness (to the Jew) (3:3-4) 
If the Jews have been unfaithful to God, will God be unfaithful to them as a nation? This is in light of the fact that God has made covenants with the nation (i.e. Abrahamic, Land (Palestinian), Davidic and New Covenants). Paul quotes from David in Psalm 51, where he confessed his sins in relation to the incident with Bathsheba in the OT. Paul’s point is that God is just in judging the sinful Jews and that same justice will keep Him faithful to His promises in the future. God will be found true!  
  
B. God is Righteousness and our condemnation brings Him Glory (3:5-8) 



1. God is Just (Righteousness) (3:5-6)
Since the Jews’ failings set off God’s righteousness more sharply by contrast, might not God deal more graciously with the Jews in His judgment of them? Paul’s answer was this. God will not show favoritism to the Jews even though by their unfaithfulness they glorify the faithfulness of God. If He did so, He would be partial and not qualified to sit in judgment on humankind. 



2. Our condemnation brings God glory (3:7-8)

“If my lying, for example, glorifies God by showing Him to be the only perfectly truthful person, why does God punish me for lying?” Paul implied that this objection is so absurd that it is not worth entertaining.

III. Jewish Failure to Live by the Law (3:9-21)

A. Both Jews and Greek are ALL Under Sin (3:9-18)
The bottom line is this, “There is none who is righteousness” and “There is no one who seeks after God”. 

B. The Purpose of the Law (3:19-20)
The Law (God’s perfect standard) was not given to justify but to show each person they fall short of God’s law and are thus condemned before God. “Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”  This prepares Paul’s readers to be ready and willing to understand the gospel of grace. 


















